ITALY'S DUBIOUS LOYALTY TO HER ALLIES        145
a Franco-Italian commercial treaty put an end to the long
tariff war which had had a ruinous effect on the trade be-
tween the two countries and had caused great bitterness.
The rapprochement between Paris and Rome was helped
by the new turn which Delcasse gave to Anglo-French rela-
tions. After the bitter humiliation of Fashoda, Delcasse
had determined to put an end to the traditional hostility
between France and England. By a convention of March
21, 1899, Delcasse came to an agreement with England in
regard to the delimitation of spheres of influence in the
regions between the Congo and the Upper Nile, and at the
same time quieted Italian apprehensions by indicating that
the French had no aspirations to the east of Tunis, in the
Tripoli region coveted by Italy. This opened the way for
the secret Franco-Italian accord of December, 1900, By an
exchange of notes between Visconti-Venosta and Barrere,
the active French Ambassador at Rome, Italy recognized
French aspirations in Morocco, and France recognized
Italian aspirations in Tripoli.69
The growing intimacy between France and Italy was
now emphasized outwardly in every possible manner*
President Loubet bestowed upon Victor Emmanuel the
Grand Cross of the French Legion of Honor. The Italian
fleet visited Toulon and was received with demonstrations
of friendship which recalled the visit of the Russian fleet
at the formation of the Franco-Russian alliance. On De-
cember 14, 1901, Prinetti, who was decidedly Francophil, •
revealed in the Italian Chamber of Deputies the existence
of the secret Franco-Italian accord made twelve months
before by Visconti-Venosta and Barrere. At the same time
he protested profusely to the German and Austrian ambas-
sadors that Italy was thoroughly loyal to the Triple Alli-
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